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ELECTION WITH TRAVERSE 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O, Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

In response to the Examiner's Election of Species Requirement of November 22, 
2005, the time set for response being one month from the mailing date from the 
U.S.P.T.O. (i.e. December 22, 2005), Applicant hereby elects, with traverse, Species L 
Applicant notes that Claims 1-12 are readable on the elected species. The above election 
is made with traverse for the reasons discussed herein below. 

In the subject Restriction Requirement, the Examiner submits that the instant 
application contains claims directed to numerous patcntably distinct species of the 
claimed invention. In particular, the Examiner contends that the subject application 
contains eight (I through VIII) patentably distinct species corresponding to each of the 
eight embodiments presented in the specification. As a result, the Examiner has required 
an election of one of the aforementioned purported species. 
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Attorney Docket No.: CFA000I7US 

Applicant respectfully submits that the Examiner has omitted one of two criteria 
for a proper restriction requirement established by the U.S.P.T.O. as a matter of policy. 
That is, as set form in MPEP § 803, an "appropriate explanation" us to the existence of 
"serious burden" if the restriction were not required. 

While the Examiner has alleged a possible distinction between the identified 
species, the Examiner has not shown thai a concurrent examination of species would 
present a "serious burden". Applicant respectfully submits that the search for the 
combination of features recited in the claims of the individual species, if not totally co- 
extensive, would appear to have a substantial degree of overlap. Therefore, because the 
search for each species appears to be substantially the same, Applicant submits that no 
undue or serious burden would be presented in concurrently examining Species 1 through 
VIII. Thus, for the above-noted reasons, and consistent with the office policy set forth 
above in MPEP § 803, Applicant respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider and 
withdraw the species requirement in this application. 

For the reasons discussed above, the Examiner's restriction requirement is 
believed to be improper. Nevertheless, Applicant has elected, with traverse, the invention 
defined as Species I, which is directed to Claims 1-12. 

Should there be any questions or comments, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the below-listed telephone number. 

If any additional fee is required, please charge Deposit Account No. 502456. 




Respectfully submitted 



Michael D.Xomberg 
Reg. No. 46,502 
Canon U.S.A. Inc.; ir Div. 
1 5975 Alton Parkway 
Irvine, CA 92618-3731 
(949) 932-3441 
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